
tbii young Nihilist do '. to save ninuelf
from disgraceful punishment, uujnsily
inflicted upon him? He raised hi face

T1IAILIM r AIIHITIN.
MY liottK TKRhT.

Darlltiga of th forwt!
11. o nomiu alotir !

rarth'n grief 1 sor-iit- ,

For lir jewHn gone
Ero the t aiiow-iri- lt inJf, your ten ir

Dud Lav blowu.

1 1nned with color fluljr,
LI a the nnr. futr "k
or more pal au I raltitly.
Wrpp in 1?ava ) lie

Kvin aa c iid n in faith's
Simplicity.

Thri the wild rohin
Hymn your aolitiute;
And the rain cow sobblmr
ThrmiKh th budding wood.

While the low south wind sltfhs, but
Dre not be inpr rude.

Were your pure lip fashioned
Out of air and dew ?
Starlight uuimpasaloned;
fawn's moat tender hue?

And scented by the woods that gathered
Sweet a for you?

Fairt and moat lovely,
From the world apart,
Made for beauty only,
Veiled from nature's heart,

With such nncotsclons grace, as makes
The dream of art.

Were not mortal sorrow,
An Immortal shade.
Then would I
Such flower be made,

And live In the dear woods, where
My loat childhood played!

ous and merciless in their leveling ten-
dencies, have at last called a halt, and,
indeed, brought a tendency the other
way, if anything, i approaching to well-nig- h

agrarian isin. While, in tho great
cities of the North especially, showy
liveries and splendid equipages have
come in, and "receptions," "kettle-
drums," "musical parties," "amateur
theatricals," " club gatherings," " bal
mattquen," and so on, on the most " ex-

clusive" basis, succeed ono- - auother
with a oost, a frequency and brilliancy
that signalize and insist upon an aris-
tocracy, not only of money, but also of
talent and style, the South is, in aman-er- ,

sitting down in forgetfulness almost
that aught of pleasure parties of any
kind have any more an existence, a con-
dition of things that, as matters tend,
is not apt to be balanced soon, but
something certainly calling for the
grave solicitude of all who have any-
thing to do with forming public senti-
ment and who care for that true equali-
ty and unity among the people of the
entire nationality, certainly desirable,
and even indispensable, if we
regard the real advancement and
sohd prosperity of tho republic.

Of course, a government has some-
thing else before it at least, statesmen
are presumed to have besides looking
to what constitutes the mere amuse-
ments of the people; but no statesman
or friend of his country can well afford
to forget that the means of happiness,
whatever their sources may be, should
be so nearly equalized, as far as it can be
done, as to justify no continued heart-
burnings such as too often, in the his-
tory of other nations, have caused
hatred and revolutions in attempts at
them ; and which," however futile, are
always disastious to a greater or less
degree to the general prosperity, and
which, consequently should be depre

see that whatever demerits the more
careless life was responsible for, it at
least for the time being made up a con-

dition of things favorable in a high de-

gree to careless enjoyment and the re-
sulting cheerfulness xront men aro apt
to desire.

And as for that class of the communi-
ty, the "poor whites," another large el-

ement in- - the mako-u- p of all Southern
communities no matter how favored
these latter were as a whole with the
large estates and resultant large

the poor whites even were apt
to be as far removed from real want as
possible. lie must have been pitiably
poor, of that class, who didn't have some
hogs and cattle out in the "range," run-
ning at large in a mild climate and on
land that cost him nothing, whatever,
either for fencing or taxes. And when
a friend of mine down thero, one Christ-
mas, whose heart had been stirred by
stories of distress and starvation in the
cities, began to cast about , for some
poor neighbors to donate something to
to make their hearts glad through the
Christmas holidays, none could be
thought of but ono family anywhere
near, and that one it was certain, if ap-
proached on the subject, would have
taken it as an insult 1 , And, although
they lived in a cabin so open and rick-
ety that, as a neighbor reported; "seven
dogs, as he called there one day, each
went out at a different hole ;" still, the
people had at least abundant to eat al-

ways,' and it seemed, and was, their own
fault if their house was not in better
condition.

Another feature in Southern life,
bearing on the question of hospitality,
which went far to cause strangers to be
made welcome there, and liberally en-
tertained, at least those of evident in-

telligence, was found in tho isolated
life ao far as the outer great world was
in the case led by many of the planters

guishoa tho Puritans and Round-head- s

of the olden time. Mated with one
who, in all this, was his very opposite,
although a most . estimable woman, it
was tho most common thing possible,
when he was in tho midst of a good
story, and just about to give his guest
the pith of it, for her to tell him in a
voice pitched at its vcrv lowest key
" Mr. Jinks, remember that for every
idle word you utter, you havo got
to give an account in tho judgment!"
Poor Jinks, with a wink and a comical
glanco at me, his listener,' and at the
same time a screwing up of his face and
a gosture as if some one had trodden on
his worst corn, would limp tlirough the
rest of the btcry, while the visitor him-
self might be set down as remarkably
appreciative and audacious if he cither
could or would venture much of a laugh
after that.

My friend's, wife, however, might be
said to havo belonged to a. V serious
family." On one occasion the two had
ridden to' the outskirts of the town in
their buggy to say good-hj- r to the old
people, her parents, who had been mak-
ing the daughter and son-in-la- w a
lengthy .visit. Tho two carriages
stopped at the foot of a hill, where the
' good-by- s V were to be said, and here
he "serious" part of it cam in. The

old gentleman, a very large man with a
remarkably big nose, began to cry, I
must hero note that his son-in-la-

Jinks, owed him some money. " My
children, he said, in doleful tones;
"wo may never meet again in this world.
Life is uncertain, and we never know
when death may call for us. But," and
tho tears fell like rain, " I hope we shall
all meet in heaven ! " Hefe he gave his
nose a twang like the sound of a trum-
pet, and continued in the same tone, as
the carriage started : " Benjamin,
don't forget that thousand dollars ! "

The love of the humorous was in

T11K CA11IN ON TIIK HEASIIOHK.

ax . wt
'

fWcilrf lo M "'. S. Corpr
'IIo! 1, the wiuda mom strangely deep to-

night, -
The wave in thuuder roar,

LeaplDtf and smiting in their eavaf?o wight,
l here tii cliff idwU the shore : '

Our stronghold built In elultered cleft of rock,
Half cabin and half five,

Shake at the heavy blow and ceaseles shock
Of K" uJ nKrT wave.

"And out upon the reef-t- he treacherous reef,
hrarco noted when the brevz

80 Kitly from tlie aea but atlra a leaf ,
Now bruk the 'whelm n aeaa;

And oft there aeoiua a wail upon the blait,
Aa 'twere cry of paiu, ' ...

Of some spent avrlmmer ere he aiuka at lait
Beneath the atormy main. i

"Our lowly roof, how laahed by the flsre-- rain 'That beat the trembling door, ,

And pattura on the atnle tearful pane
That looka on aea and xhore;

O! Clod, have pity tor thoiw on the aea,
Only Thy hand can aave .

Froiu the wild atoriu which howla remorselessly,
To male the deep a grave. ,

"Hark! lads, ia that a gun which aeeiua to aound
Seaward or haa aome huge rock Irlt the cliff.

To strike tho beach below with run filed bound?
Up I lads.it aeema far out upon the reef:

There Roea a aitrnal liRhtl 'twaa not the glare
Of tlie red lUhtnin. for alaa ! 'tis blue;'

Ood pity them and us, for aheer despair
Can aid alone to aave that drowning crew.

aC
Quick ! mother, pat a candle the pane.
To let the poor soul know that help la nigh;

The lantern! ropea 1 these may be all in vain,- -.
.

But, with God's help, werannot see them di; .

And now join handa, thua each lad, true and
staunch, ' ' -

May breast the wind and array until we reach j

The little cove where we our 1xat may launch ' - -

Beyond the wavea which there less lash the
beach."

A gun and light once more the dark cliff greet,
And a tall ship now flashes on the sight,

Stranded uron the Lizard's back, where beat
The niurderoua wsves with "all their awful

might, !

And heard between the gusts is woman's cry,
Through all the roar of battling waters borne,

As the light craft, scarce seen 'neath blackened aky,
Start to the rescue on that hope forlorn.

The daj ia breaking aa they launch their boat.
And tlie huge wavea h as madly toss and roar,

As the aruall bark, onre fairly set afloat,
Straggles beyond the breakers near the shore.

"Now, lads, once more, you see there Is a lull "

Full for your lives to gain the good ahlp'a lee
Give way, my lads! another atronger pull.

We'll reach where breaka less fiercely the roused
sea.

Why, it's the Madras! there is Captain Berne;
Ilia gray head, beaten by the wind and spray;

He signals to us now to come astern.
While the poor crew but stretch their hands and

pray.
Hard on your starboard oara! these croas seas

come,
Boiling in wrath, aa if to swamp us now;

Hard on your oars ! keep head to sea. or doom
Awaits us, tpite of all that strength may do.

"Avast! hold hard! there comes a buoy and rope,
A life-lin- o from the breaking ship, and now

Here comes a woman (lod be praiaedl We'll hope
To nave theiu all. Pray lift her gently so!

And now a child; poor thing! the voyage of life
Haa tat Mm rudely whilst the wild winds raved;

Tlie fair hair drenched, the small hands clenched
In strife

With the dark waters whence he'ancarcely saved.

"Tlie tall Llp lurches to her fate, but still
Hold bravely, lads ! the liue'u the bridge from

fate,
And here they come, seven nouls, enough to All

Our cockle-stirl- l to the kuuwhIcs at this rute;
Wear rouud before tbat lurch to port agaiu:

Her day is done. And now pull for the shore !

Off hats and bail, lest all our risk prove vain
Another ea like that, our voyage is o'er."

With head to nhore. tho overladen crnft
titagv'er past caverns in the frothiug Btu.

That yawn and threaten death, ami close abaft
Crowd the hoarse billows cheated of their prey:

Shuddei-iTigl- that crew glance buck where one vast
surge

Lifts th"ir pea homo to crush it in th' embrace
Of waiting rocks, whilst the utorm moans a dirge

O'er the lost ship, which sinks, to leave no trace,

Save lloating spars and planks, the and debris
Of tlie swift thing which erst by life seemed

Ktirrod,
Which was monarch of the sea.

Hkimiuing the billows like Home ocean bird;
Yet, aa he might at last, with broken wing,

Perish In tempests on some fatal fchore.
80. crushed and broken, do the waterB fling

Tuat proud bark oi the rocks, to sail no more.

Softly! they near the breakers breathles now.
They're holding hard to mount the hteep waves'

crest.
To onward plung?, to rise again and bow

Before ihi bnllowing surges maddened quest;
A moment more, the keel prates on the strand,

They're saved! they've 'neaped from where the
breakers rolled;

They bow themselves upon that barren sand,
And grasp its gramn as they were shining gold.
CntcAoo, 111.

to the lamp-chimne- y, caught it within
his. mouth, toro it down, und let tlie
burning petroleum run down his body.
Nor did he utter a souud while his
clothes caught the flames and his body
began to singe. It was not till the
nauseating smell of the burning nosu
began to penetrate the jail-room- s that
the fact of Somoff's suicide was discov-
ered. He still lingered twenty-fou- r

hours, but amid the most horrible
pains did not utter a cry. His only
complaint was that, being perfectly
ready to stand trial and suffer the law s
penalty, he had been subjected to an
unlawful and disgraceful punishment.

USEFUL .INFORMATION.

Remedy for Moth Tatches. Saler-atu-s

dissolved in whisky, in the propor-
tion of a teaspoonful of tho former to a
pint of the latter, is said, by a lady who
nas tried it, to be a sure remedy for
moth patches. After being well wet with
the preparation, it is asserted that the
spots will rub off, leaving the skin as
fair and soft as an infant's.

- To Remove Rust from Steel. The
steel to be cleaned should be washed
with a solution composed of one-hal- f

ounce of cyanide, of potassium injtwo
ounces of water; then brush with the
following recipe : Cyanide of potassi-
um, one-ha- lf ounce ; castile soap, one
ounce; whiting and water sufficient to
form a paste. Cyanide of potassium is
a most violent poison, and persons us-
ing it should be particularly careful.

To Stain Wood Brown.--G- et an
ounce each of catechu and bichromate
of potash. Break the catechu which
is a blackish gum-lik- e substance into
small fragments, place it in a glass or
earthenware vessel, with a piece of
washing soda as large as a walnut, and
pour upon it a pint of boiling Water,
and stir mntil dissolved. Put the bi-
chromate in a bottle with a pint of cold
water, and dissolve with occasional
shaking. Paint over the wood work

I to be stained, first with the catechn so- -
ti 1 li 'l 1 i !! aluiion, ana lei it ury; it win oe oi a
dull, dirty brown. When, dry go over
it withtthe solution of bichromate, and
it will turn to a very rich chestnut
brown. By varying tho strength of the
solutions, the depth of color will be
varied. When quite dry, apply shellac,
or other varnish. Very cheap, easily ap-
plied and satisfactory.

Enolish Ivy. English ivy will suc-
ceed better in our dry, warm rooms
than almost any other plant, and re-
quires very little care. If
plants are secured they will begin to
run after that time. It is not neces-
sary to give the plant a largo pot or to
change this often. Good, rich loom and
plenty of water are all that is required.
Move the pot as little as possible. Ooco
a w eek wipe off all the leaves carefully
with a large wet sponge, fastened to a
long stick. As the ivy does not require
sunlight it can be grown anywhere, and
makes a charming framo-wor- k for doors,
windows and pictures. Sometimes it
is planted in largo tubs and trained up
a stairway, forming a masu of green
foliage from the hall below to the floor
above.

Hints About Water. No water that
has stood in open vessels during the
night should bo used for drinking or
cooking. By exposure to the air it has lost
its "aeration, and has absorbed many
of the dust germs floating in the apart
ment. If convenience requires water
to be kept in vessels for several hours
before use, it should bo covered, un
less tho vessels aro tight. Wherever
practical, all distributing reservoirs
should be covered. Filtering alwavs
adds to the puritv of the water. Drinking--

water should not be taken from
lakes or rivers on a low level. Surface
water, or water in lakes, pools or rivers,
which receive the surface wash, should
be avoided as much as possible. Do
not drink much water at a time. More
than two tumblerfuls should not be
taken at a meal. Do not drink between
meals unless to quench thirst, as excess
of water weakens the gastric juice and
overworks the kidneys. Excessive po-
tations, whether of water or other fluid,
relax the stomach, impair its secretions
and paralyze its movements. By
drinking a littlo at a time all injury is
avoided.

The Sinking of u Vessel by a Whnle.
Since it has been generally conceded

that the fish which foundered Capt.
Larsen's bark Columbia in mid-ocea- n,

by thumping a big hole in her port bow
must have been a whale, popular in-

terest in the accident has palpably de-
creased. In truth, it was hardlv more
the strange disaster itself than the pos-
sibility of a new and dangerous sea-monst- er

being concerned in it that ex-

cited attention sqme mysterious, pow-
erful submarine creature, it was hoped,
hitherto unknown and unexpected.
Hence the opinion of one of the crew
that a whale struck the vessel was at
first scouted in favor of the more-se-ductive- ly

indefinite statement of another
that it was "a huge something with fins
and tail." All the evidence, however,
is in favor of tho whale theory, and it
is conceivable tnat a big whale, going at
full speed, could stave in the planks of
an old craft like tho Columbia. Had
the vessel been insured, some persons
might possibly have found ground for
suspecting a voluntary scuttling, but
she is said not to be insured. Besides,
Capt. Larsen, who is a white-haire- d

mariner, with candid eyes, broken En-
glish, and an honest smile, has inspired
general confidence in his veracity. It
is said that this is the first case on rec-
ord of a vessel actually sunk by a whale.
Perhaps it should rather bo called the
first caso of a sunken vessel whose crew
escaped to tell- - tho story. May not
more than one vessel that has sailed
and never been beard of have fallen a
victim to this form of disaster? New
York Sun.

A young Japanese lately played a
game of billiards against three of the
best players, united, at Moscow. The
gamo was 5,000 points at carom for
75,000 rubles. Tho Jap's first run was
1.853 points. The cramo lasted fourteen
hours, and he won by three points,

WIT AND HUMOR.

Ancient grease Old butter.
A smoke-hous- e A cigar store.
An old letter An aged landlord.

... A matter of form Tho newspaper.
"Down in front" An incipient mus-

tache.
Satisfied at last A contented shoe-

maker.
An elevated railroad station is, of

course, station airy.
Is the fellow who tends an oyster

saloon an oyster supe?
The improvident man is hard to kill,

because he won't die worth a cent.
Thoughts that burn Amateur po-

etry when the editof's waste-bask- et is
overflowing. '

An Englishman named Putton has
written a book on music. It will be
" Putton Airs," probably.

A milkman was very mad because
some ono bought a quart of milk and
then told him to "chalk it down."

A lady says that the difference be-

tween a silk dress and a calico gown is
material ; but that's all stuff.

Three feet make a yard. Vejy true ;

but two feet unmake it mighty quick,
provided they are hen's feet.

"Have you a mother-in-law?- " asked
a man of a disconsolate-lookin- g person.
" No," he replied, " but Pve a father in
jail."

Friend "Look here, Tom, you've
had enough." Tipsy youth "No such
thing. Ofen had too much; never had
'nough."

A bonanza man gave his daughter
a mine as a wedding present. He was
determined that she should not lack
presents of mine.

" Do you keep any Hamburg edging ?"
asks a timid miss. " Not if we can sell
it," was the pert reply of the clerk. He
kept some that day.

" What will tho harvest be?" asks an
exchange. Well, just wait till the har-
vest bee crawls up your trousers-leg- ,

and you'll find out.
" Couldn't you lend me $5?" "Yes,

I could, but I won't." " Then do you
think I wouldn't pay you back?" "Yes,
you would, but you couldn't."

Poker must have been in vogue long
ago; for the melancholy Prince said;
" I call thee, Hamlet," when he was not
certain that he could see him.

School inspector " Now, young-
ster, can you name me a mild winter?"
Scholar "The winter of 75. Our
teacher was sick then for six weeks."

What is tho difference between
a man eating an army biscuit and a
man sitting on a pier along the Dela-
ware river? Answer One is enjojing
war fare and the other is enjoying
wharf air.

Professor (lecturing on psychology)
"All phenomena are sensations. For

instance, that leaf appears green to
me? In other words, I have a sensa-
tion of greenness within me." Of
course, no harm was meant, but still
the class would laugh.

ALMOST AN ARGONAUT.
'Twaa in the fall of 'forty-nin- e

The Kold fever broke out,
N I'd hev bin a pioneer

Without the slightest doubt.
But Molly, here, took on 'n said.

"ArRonaut. dearent Joe!"
I thouiiht I'd arsry not with her,

Ho, boys, I didn't go.
Yaiccoh Stniu,
A well-know- n Bostonian was trying

a horse one day, in company with the
owner, a professional "jockey." Hav-
ing driven him a mile or two, the gen-
tleman, who noticed that he pulled
pretty hard and showed a good deal of
spirit, requiring constant watching and
a steady rein, said: "Do you think
that is just the horso for a woman to
drive?" "Well, sir," answered the
jockey, "I must say that I shouldn't
want to marry the woman that could
drive that horse."

The Physical Value of Singing.
Singing is one' of the healthiest ex-

ercises in which men, women and chil-
dren can engage. The Medical

of St. Petersburg, has an
article based upon exhaustive researches
made by Prof. Monassein during the
autumn of 1878, when ho examined
222 singers ranging between the ages of
9 and 53. He laid chief weight upon
tho growth and absolute circumference
of the chest, upon the comparative re-

lation of the latter to the tallness of
the subject, and upon the pneumato-metri- c

and spirometric condition of
tho singer. It appears to bo an ascer-
tained fact from Dr. Monassein's exper-
iments that the relative, and even the
absolute, circumferenco ol chest is
greater among singers than among
those who do not sing, and that it in-

creases with the growth and ago of tho
singer. Tho professor even ays that
singing may bo placed physically as tho
antithesis of drinking spirituous liquors.
Tho latter hinders, whilo the former
promote?.

cated by every true lover of his country.
I'HICAOO, 111.

PERSONAL GOSSIP,

Edison's electric light still keeps
shady.

Kearney has decided to "go" to Eu
rope.

Col. Robert Inqersoll is 40 years
of age.

Curistine Nilsson, the singer, is 30
years old.

Mr. Thomas Nast declines to lecture
the coming season.

John Briqut's favorite pastime is
salmon fishing.

Rutherford B. Hayes, Jr., is in the
Senior class at Cornell.

Horatio Seymour belonged to a Utica
fire company in 1841.

Gen. Grant's aged mother is so-

journing in Jersey City.
er SToutiUTONis practicing

law in New York city.
Gen. Franz Sigel has taken edito-

rial charge'of a German paper at New-
ark, N. J. '

Beaconsfield never goes to the
theater. Little circuses in Cabul and
Zululand afford him amusement, per-
haps.

Mr. James Russell Lowell will
reach his GOth birthday next February.
He thinks of resigning his Ministry at
Madrid.

Mrs. Spbaoue has her three young-
est children with her at the 'old Chase
mansion in Edgewood, the Washington
suburb.

Senator Wade Hampton has been
presented with a gourd, from which 3
drink. Most of the Senators would
prefer a flask.

Lord Lyons, British Ambassador at
Paris, is a pleasant-lookin- g, easy-livin- g

bachelor of G2 summers, who smokes
like a chimney and drinks nothing but
milk and soda water.

When Caleb Cushingwas Minister to
China he had his visiting cards printed
in the Chinese style, on long strips of
red paper, with his name, " Ku Shing."

Louis Kossuth, the eloquent Hun-
garian patriot, whoso tour to this coun-
try some twenty-fiv- e years ago is still
remembered by many who listened to
his eloquent utterances, is still living
in his beloved Hungary. Ho is 75 years
old.

Gen. Belknap, late Secretary of War,
is now practising law in New York and
Washington, and his wife is on a tour
in Europe, where (the New York Herald
says) she is a general favorite, her per-
sonal beauty attracting much attention.

Mrs. G. H. Lewes, nee Marian C.
Evans, tho "George Eliot" of litera-
ture, wishes that when she is buried
only the words " George Eliot " shall
be placed on a slab above her grave.
She is 5'J, is childless, and has earned
$250,000 with her pen. Herbert Spen-
cer, the philosopher, was a tutor and
lover of hers when she was 23years old.

A Nihilist's Awful Death.
On the northern shores of the Black

sea lies the beautiful city of Odessa,
celebrated as the chief grain-exportin- g

city of the Russian empire. But in
this city thero is a prison which is by
no .means beautiful. To any person
unacquainted with the horrible Aides of
mankind's character tho following
would seem to be incredible. It is told
by the Paris Siecle, and is unquestion-
ably true :

A young Russian Nihilist, Mr. Somoff,
had been for a year's time incarcerated
in that Odessa prison. Tho cell allotted
to liim was so filled with filth of every
description that he was daily near suf-
focation. When he could not stand tho
filthy smell any longer ho petitioned
the authorities in tho case to have him
placed before the proper judges in the
matter and duly tried. This petition
maddened his jailer into downright
Russian frenzy, and his next order was,
"Take that scoundrel, tie him to tho
lashing-pos- t and give him twenty-fiv- e

knout strikes."
The subordinates, as in duty bound,

obeyed the mandate. They took Somoff,
tied him to the terrible triangle, and
went so notify the jailer that his pris-
oner was ready for the execution.
Somoff, finding himself alone, and see-
ing a petroleum lamp burning above
him just within his reach tho tragedy
occurred in the evening tried to grab
it. Impossible! An then "What did

and their families. Under these cir-
cumstances it seemed only, and was in
reality, a fair exchange made between
tho host and his visitor, when the one
could give him news of all that had
transpired and was going on in the
great centers of intelligence, tho other
could entertain him with the substan-
tiate meantime. While it may look from
the stand-poin- t of communities well
supplied with intelligence, but poorly
with the means cf living, as the ex-

treme of "hospitality" to entertain
freely a stranger for the night, or
longer, it was only in reality making a
fair offset, the one for tho other; both
finding their pleasure and profit in
such an exchange, to say nothing of the
question of pride on the part of tho
host in refusing compensation.

Of course, it must be remembered, in
glancing at the means at command by
the rural population of the South for
enteitainments and amusements, that
only once in awhile, at long intervals
perhaps, would an opera troupe come
within hailing distance of even tho
wealthiest planting communities; so
that, perforce, if enjoyments were to
be obtained by aggregating the means
at command, these must be less formal
and precise than those in vogue in the
great cities where, with unlimited num-
bers to draw upon, certain circles insist
on being " very select." But the South-
ern gatherings certainly made up in
warmth, in graceful merriment and
pleasant abandon, what they lacked in
exclusiveness and the stiff and formal
proprieties; and this largely because
each individual in almoet all cases was
known as neighbor and friend, and was
received and treated accordingly.,, And
although, again, most of the inland
cities were what might be termed " pro-
vincial," in their society gatherings,
those most in vogue being dancing par
ties, no part of the Union could display
more real elegance, more of what might
bo termed high-bre- d refinement and
courtesy, than was always present on
these occasions.

I havo thought proper to say this
much in regard to this phase of society
in the lowlands, because already I have
dealt so freely with those simpler ele-
ments of enjoyment found in the
mountain districts; insisting, at the
same time, that to an appreciative dis-

position, to one capable of finding en-
joyment under most phases in which
life presents itself, there was very little
to cavil at in either instance, how much
soever there might have been in some
aspects of tho case to be amused with.

These comparisons, too, might for the
South be extended almost indefinitely.
If the inland States with which I havo
been dealing presented within the same
boundary lines such very diverse popu-
lations as those of the mountains and
lowlands, the States on tne coast, such
as the Carolinas and Georgia, had their
"sand-hillers,- " the people of the "piney
woods" or tar region, to exhibit in
wide contrast to the wealthy rice and
cotton-plante- rs of tho same common-
wealths. While, as almost every one
knows, it was hard to find anywhere
within tho bounds of the nationality
men of more education and traveled in-

telligence than the latter, many of them
spending successive years abroad along
with their families ; the " sand-hillers- ,"

on the other hand, presented phases of
life, of poverty, of almost total igno-
rance and simplicity, such as seems
hard to accredit any portion of this
country with, unless demonstrated as
such by personal observation. And yet
there they were and are, and it does not
need a discussion of their peculiarities
here to establish the fact that such ex-

ist, since in various sketches of those
regions, by their own local writers by
Judge Longstreet, for instance they
have beon set forth graphically and at
length. Let the traveler meet with, for
instance, in tho "piney woods," men
going fifteen or twenty miles with a
cart, the wheels with hickory tires, and
the rude vehicle loaded with a single
barrel of tar, worth, perhaps, $2, with
the inevitable jug along to contain in
part the proceeds of the long journev
and tho barter; l(t him often enough
see this as I have seen it, and he would
no longer question all that has been
said of the utter isolation and misera-
ble want of enterprise and high motive
characteristic of those people.

Tho truth is that society in the South,
however it started away back in tho
history of the nation, .was, later, one
of strong amd broad contrasts con-
trasts that wero widening every year

I and decade, until recent causes, imperi

dulged on all sides to a degree not easy
to parallel in Northern communities.
On ono occasion I had happened in at
a fashionable city church, and, taking a
pew next to the door, I was standing
up at the prayer it was the Presby-
terian service when ono of the dea-

cons, a grave-lookin- g, elderly gentle-
man, stepped inside, and assuming a
devout attitude, his head bowed and his
arms folded, waited for tho conclusion
of the prayer. Now he was almost as
"deaf as a post," but having a particu-
lar liking for mc, and'seeing me in that
lew, ho concluded ho must have mo in
lis own, ono of the most conspicuous in

church, up close in front of the pulpit.
Stretching out his hand as if for a
shake, he grasped mine hard and drew
me closo up to his side, as he stood in
the aisle. With a tremendous whisper

for he could not hear how loud it was
himself he said:

"Como up and sk in my pew!"
I whispered us vigorously as I could,

right in his ear, that "I was very well
situated where I was."

"That won't do' came with what was
intended for a whisper, but which I
was sure the preacher and every one in
church must have heard "come up and
sit where you can see all the pretty
girls!"

The deacon uttered this queer invita-
tion without losing in the least his de-
votional look ; and to say that I was, as
it were, "knocked into a cocked hat,"
but feebly expresses it. Of course,
everybody about there began to laugh,
especially some boys ; and I could only
turn my back on the crowd, and let
them have it out; the innocent look of
my old friend through it all being not
the least comical part of it. I never
heard that they "churched" him for it,
but I have often thought that such a
bit of the humorous, under the peculiar
circumstances, could never have oc-

curred in a New England church.
But in truth, this marked feature in

the character of the South, a love of the
cheerful, or determined ignoring of
"carking care," while it made society
eminently agreeable and pleasant, had
in it elements of unhappiness in some
respects, which, although not very evi-
dent on the surface, or in asserting
themselves conspicuously, were the
ultimate cause of conditions that could
not in the end be too much deplored.
Life had too much of continuous holi-
day. The young men, on leaving
school, were, in too many cases, made
practically acquainted onlj' with tho
instrumentalities which supplied a
limited round of pleasures, a horse, dog
and gun; and with these, hunting and
visiting from place to place, from neigh-
bor to neighbor, but with no business
pursuit, save in some instances, a limit-
ed care of their lather's matters ; once
of age, they found themselves depend-
ants, without tho power or the scopo to
earn an independence for themselves.

Tho result of all this was, that tho
voung crowded the old; and unless tho
latter had been fortunate enough to ac-

cumulate an "independence " for each
of these new claimants as they success-
ively came of age, life would of course
begin to assume a pointless, objectless
character with the latter, anything but
pleasant to contemplate with advancing
years. Then this condition, this want
of a business pursuit, not infrequently
begat mercenary calculations on the
part of the rising generation, oftentimes
disvtrous to all purposes o( improve-
ment or real advancement, to a certain
extent, of real happiness.

"James," said a distinguished and
very wealthy gentleman, to a young lad,
the son of a neighbor, ono day, "I do
not know why it is, but my boys seem
as bright and smart as anybody's sons
up to about the time they are able to
cipher as far as division. After that,
they don't appear to be inclined to lift
their hands to do anything."

The point of this remark will be bet-
ter appreciated when the statement may
be made, as a commentary on the old
gentleman's shrewdness, that at the
time "James" then an elderly gentle-
man told me this story of the large
fortune of some $2,000,000 left to his
children by the father who thus com-
plained, not any worth sneaking of re-
mained w.th any of them then.

' Of course, these are the two extremes ;

the extreme of caro sad tho hard chaso
oi business pursuits; and, on the other
hand, the easy-goin- g, careless condi-
tions of life of which I havo been speak-
ing; but, in discussing them and pro-
nouncing between the two, it is easy to

OLD-TIM- E REMINISCENCES.

Life In the Iowlaml ., In Its Soda', ami Home
Aspects.

' BY W. W.

I havo said elsewhere in these papers
that hospitality in the South is a con-
vertible term, and I have illustrated
one phase of it that among tho mount-
aineers sufficiently fully, surely; but
the subject would not bo complete here
unless a clearer and fuller glimpse could
bo given of that kindness and generos-
ity on a larger scale which for many
reasons made entertainments of this
sort almost peculiar to the possessors of
large estates in the lowlands of the
South.

In tho first place, their circumstances
igavo them abundant leisure to attend

0 their guests ; and the means at com-Txan- d

for hunting,-visiting- , etc., weie
incidental to tho occupation of plant-
ing. Compelled to keep great numbers
of horses, which in other communities
are the test of fortune when not used
or kept for mere business purposes, in
this case they were made to minister
upon all oocasions to enjoyment, wher-
ever that could bo had from jaunts, far
and near.

In truth, life with these lowland pro-
prietors in tho olden time was very
much, in its degree, what Ruskin
charged upon tho nobility of Europe,
alluding, to their means, their leisure
and their power to enjoy it, when he
declared that they had beea " on a pic-
nic for 800 years." Hunting parties to
tho wilder regions serving as game pre-
servers interspersed throughout the
whole- - South; dinners at each other's
houses, etc., were indulged in in a man-
ner quite regurdless of time or cost,
and, in many cases, with an elegance
that could leave nothing for 6ven the
most fastidious to desire. With no
anxieties generally, such as beset the
possessors of and speculators in bonds
and stocks, they on these occasions in-

dulged in a hearty enjoyment of whatever
Bcrvod to drive away care an enjoyment
very seldom disturbed by any scruples
concerning their right to as much fun
aa tho circumstances permitted.

But, perhaps, as a conscientious
chronicler, I should except one case that
used sometimes to come under my no-

tice, and which I concludo to mention
by way of illustrating what I desire to
express. This was the caso of a wealthy
and jolly friend, who, albeit a member
of tho church, could never repress an
overflowing spirit of mischief and fun,
tho very opposite of that ancient ance-ticis-

which is said to have distin- -


